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Rural areas,  
rural-urban linkages 

Examples, practical considerations 



Successful development of  
a rural-urban area: Case of Szigetköz/HU 
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AT/HU/SK trilateral border – good accessibility: Danube, TEN-T cooridor, 2 capital cities 
One-sided economic structure, demographic decline, rich on natural, cultural values 

• Limited number of active players initiated territorial co-operation – now working 
in a  formal Council framework and common Tourism Destination Management 

• Capacity building through a series of small projects – CBC, LEADER 

• Consensus on strategy at Szigetköz area level  

• Central ERDF and CF projects used well for local purposes: Danube rehabilitation, 
train and highway connections 

• Well developed flagship projects: FUTURA centre, Spa development 

• Link up with cross border partners AT, SK  in tourism and people-to-people projects 

• Gained new ideas through transnational co-operations: Transdanube, EUroVelo 
projects 
 
 



Key elements of designing and 
 implementing successful local development strategies 
 1. target the right types, sizes and shapes of areas  - geographical 

/administrative coherence is vital 
2. mobilise the key actors and building the partnership 
3. contribute to relevant regional/national and/or sectorial/territorial 

programme/strategy 
• Quality?                  •      Coherence? 

4. serve local purposes  
5. be drawn up based on an analysis, an identification of local needs and a 

vision 
6. set viable goals  
7. promote linkages between local development actions (integration, multi 

sectorial character) 
8. introduce new ideas, innovative goals and solutions 
9. aim for and use the advantages of internal cooperation and external 

networking 
10. have viable resources: budget + implementation capacities 

All these become key success factors during implementation 
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Rural    –    Urban   –    Rural-Urban areas 

Size, available resources and functions matter 

• sparse versus less sparse areas 

• growing versus shrinking population 

• special features of border areas  

• agglomerations: settlement structure, spatial 
planning, administrative functions  
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Special cases: trilateral borders  
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Rural areas 
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Thereõs nothing  

there ! 
 

Thereõs nothing  

hereé 
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7 Krotscheck 

Beliefs about driving powers of development 

Krotscheck 

Development with no overarching vision can be a trap 



How to organize successful local 
development initiatives in a bottom-up 
way  

5th International Conference on Overcoming Regional Disparities (CORD) – Tbilisi 2015 8 

¸ high quality of life

¸ cultural wealth

¸ entrepreneurship

¸ reg. products, 

services & income

¸ low ecological 

impactVal
oris

atio
n of

 ICH
Discovering

ICH

Vision, 
Perspective

Planning
the Process

Awareness
raising

Inspiration, 
Networking

region

today

valorized

region
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A methodology from the 
project Cultural Capital Counts, 
financed by the CENTRAL 
programme 

www.culturalcapitalcounts.eu 



The CCC method in brief 

1. Identifying intangible cultural heritage 

Where are we? Looking for our resources: Discovering the obvious 

2. Developing a vision  

Where do we want to go?                        

3. Planning  

Aim setting • Involvement  • Management plans • Resources 

4. Implementation of valorisation - preparing the soil:  

Awareness raising • Inspiration • Knowledge management • Fostering networks 

5. Responsibility ς Let it grow 

Handing over responsibility • Ensuring sustainability • Integrating the process in public 
policies and business activities   

6. Do it again 
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Picture of a desired future 
(Krotscheck, Ober, Schmidt) 



Valorising cultural capital can open 
 up new perspectives for regional development 

Cultural heritage is a local resource, everywhere 
available  

Truly endogenous – creating strong USP 

Centered on people’s skills, knowledge 

 Giving regional identity & pride 

Social and economic benefits  

Fosters sustainable development 
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Step by step, the process of ICH covers 

more and more sectors of the regional 
culture, environment and economy 



First stages: Events, crafts, tourism, creative 
industries  
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Development of vineyards, conservation  and renovation of  heritage 
vine cellars,  launching related local employment program 

Touristic capitalization of the area  (forest school,  accomodation) 

Development of local products ς product devellopment, planting vine, 
organizing trainings, Vine Friends Association, build a wine bar, organizing 

cultural and touristic events 

Transfer of traditional know-how : thatched roofs, traditional 
architecture,  processing of rye. Development of market-based training 

programmes  

Development of tourism attractions  (Kneipp area, thematic routes 
etc.) -  Creation of  touristic destination management organization 

Employment Pact in the Hegyhát area 

Case of an integrated rural development 
 programme in the Vasi Hegyhát micro-region, Hungary 
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Thank you for your attention! 

 

 

 

Tibor Polgár 

 

  

 

 

 

 


